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the Republican economics by a Con-
gress controlled by Republicans and
the White House. At the rate this econ-
omy is going, the phrase ‘‘to infinity
and beyond” will stand for where the
deficit is going; but it is only going to
go until the second of November.

———

PRESIDENT BUSH VISITS OHIO
AGAIN

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
President Bush was again in Ohio in
the last few days, a key battleground
State, again trying to justify a failed
economic policy, a policy where we
have lost one out of six manufacturing
jobs in our State, a policy where we
have lost 150 jobs every single day of
the Bush administration, yet the Presi-
dent’s answer continues to be the same
old tired bromides, tax cuts for the
wealthiest Americans. Taxpayers who
make $1 million a year, they get a
$123,000 tax cut, hoping it trickles down
to create new jobs. That has not
worked.

The other President Bush answer to
bad economic times is more trade
agreements that ship jobs overseas. In
fact, this body is coming back in a
lame duck session in November, prob-
ably to try to pass a Central American
Free Trade Agreement to expand the
failed policies of the North American
Free Trade Agreement.

Mr. Speaker, we need a new economic
direction in my State of Ohio where we
have lost more than 200,000 jobs. We
need a new economic direction in this
country.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

DEGRADATION OF THE
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
FRANK) is recognized for 5 minutes.
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.

Speaker, I am here to protest what has
become a significant degradation of the
democratic process in this House. We
have a situation in which the House
leadership has turned the legislative
process into a propaganda arm. With
increasing and depressing frequency,
we are given resolutions to vote on in
a form which does not allow for amend-
ments, and these resolutions contain a
mix of the good, the bad and the ugly.

What we have is a pattern of taking
sentiments to which all Members of the
House or nearly all Members subscribe,
sentiments which are quite proper, and
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then adding into these sentiments are
far more controversial sentiments, sen-
timents that many of us disagree with.

It is an abuse of the process of de-
mocracy to bring forward on this floor
resolutions which combine those things
with which Members agree with things
which are controversial in a form
which does not allow Members to even
begin to separate them.

There are, for good reasons, par-
liamentary rules and ways through
which Members can express partial
agreement. We can amend. We can di-
vide the question. But when bills are
brought here under suspension of the
rules, as they often are, the legislative
process is turned into a political propa-
ganda machine. What happens is Mem-
bers feel coerced into voting in very
large numbers for particular senti-
ments which could not in many cases
get a majority on their own and cer-
tainly could not get majorities of the
size that they get.
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And then having gotten that, people
will say, see, everybody agrees with
that. Most recently this happened on
September 9 when we voted on the res-
olution brought out of the Committee
on International Relations dealing
with the terrible events of September
11, 2001; and I will insert this in the
RECORD, appropriately marked. It has
resolve clauses that we all agree with,
but it also has a series of ‘“‘whereas”
clauses which include a number of
things which are extremely controver-
sial, in my view, untrue, and unworthy
of being put through in this coercive
fashion.

Paragraphs 4 and 5, which I have
noted on my copy of the resolution,
treat the war in Iraq as part of the
global war on terrorism. It has been
made increasingly clear, most recently
by our colleague who is now waiting
confirmation as head of the CIA, that
statements by administration officials
tying Iraq to the September 11 situa-
tion were simply not true. Yet this res-
olution acts as if they were. This reso-
lution implicitly reaffirms the increas-
ingly discredited notion, believed, I
think, by almost nobody except pos-
sibly the Vice President because he
talks about it all the time, that said
that there was a direct link between
September 11 and Iraq.

And it is wrong to coerce Members to
vote for statements that falsely assert
this claim because otherwise they will
be accused of not caring about the
events of September 11.

Then on paragraphs 15 through 21, we
have inappropriate celebratory lan-
guage. If we read these paragraphs, we
have solved the problems of immigra-
tion and terrorism. We are examining
all the cargo. We have taken care of ev-
erything. We have ‘“‘whereas’ clauses
here that look like part of the Presi-
dent’s reelection campaign. He is enti-
tled to a reelection campaign. He is not
entitled to take things that belong in a
reelection campaign statement and
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bundle them into an otherwise non-
controversial resolution to coerce peo-
ple into voting for him.

This congratulates us, for example,
that we have extended our borders
overseas and to secure and screen cargo
before it is placed on ships destined for
United States ports of entry. It talks
about the great success of the Terrorist
Threat Integration Center. Frankly, if
one read this resolution and believed
it, they would not need the 9/11 Com-
mission report. These paragraphs basi-
cally celebrate the accomplishments of
what the 9/11 Commission points out
need to be done.

We have congratulations to the Im-
migration Service, congratulations to
the FBI, congratulations to the Coast
Guard. There are very hard-working
decent people trying hard to accom-
plish these things, but we have not
done them yet. These things, if they
had been brought forward on their own
as statements, would have been re-
jected, I believe.

It is absolutely wrong to take these
inaccurately self-congratulatory state-
ments about the administration’s per-
formance and our own performance
here in Congress and get votes for them
because otherwise people would be ac-
cused of not wanting to express our
horror of September 11 and our thanks
to those who worked so hard against it.

So, Mr. Speaker, because I did not
think that the war in Iraq was part of
the war on terror, I do not think we de-
serve to claim ‘‘mission accomplished”’
with regard to the fight against ter-
rorism, I voted against this resolution.
And I hope we will stop this practice of
giving a bait-and-switch approach to
legislation.

H. RES. 757, IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, U.S., SEPTEMBER 9, 2004.

Whereas on September 11, 2001, while
Americans were attending to their daily rou-
tines, terrorists hijacked four civilian air-
craft, crashing two of them into the towers
of the World Trade Center in New York City,
and a third into the Pentagon outside Wash-
ington, D.C., and a fourth was prevented
from also being used as a weapon against
America by brave passengers who placed
their country above their own lives;

Whereas three years later the country con-
tinues to, and shall forever, mourn the tragic
loss of life at the hands of terrorist
attackers;

Whereas by targeting symbols of American
strength and success, these attacks clearly
were intended to assail the principles, val-
ues, and freedoms of the United States and
the American people, intimidate the Nation,
and weaken the national resolve;
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Whereas three years after September 11,
2001, the United States is fighting a Global
War on Terrorism to protect America and
her friends and allies;
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Whereas since the United States was at-
tacked, it has led an international military
coalition in the destruction of two terrorist
regimes in Afghanistan and Iraq while using
diplomacy and sanctions in cooperation with
Great Britain and the international commu-
nity to lead a third terrorist regime in Libya
away from its weapons of mass destruction;

Whereas the United States is reorganizing
itself in order to more effectively wage the
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